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Mike Krotzer, left, lays concrete as Eric Kloha, right, smooths the surface on a curb at the Center for Women’s Health at the MidMichigan Medical Center on 
Wednesday morning. Kloha graduated from Bullock Creek High School in 2004, successfully completing the building trades program, and has been working 
for Three Rivers Corp., a local construction company, ever since. “The program gave me a head start when I fi rst started working here,” said Kloha. “Instead 
of not knowing anything about construction, I had all the basic skills and knowledge and was ready to go.”

This house at 2699 East Steward Road was built by students in 
Bullock Creek High School’s building trades program. Each year, 
students in the program build a home, then the school district 
sells the house to help fi nance the next year’s program. 

FOOTBALL FEVER
High school players take 

the practice fi eld — B1

WORLD SERIES
Berryhill advances to  American 

Legion event — B1
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TRADES: Building builders

Lottery
Here are the winning 

numbers selected Monday 
in the Michigan State Lot-
tery:

Midday Daily 3
7-1-8

Midday Daily 4
3-5-7-3
Daily 3

4-0-9
Daily 4
3-0-7-9

Fantasy 5
7-13-23-35-38

Keno
6, 24, 25, 26, 27, 29, 35, 

44, 47, 48, 52, 55, 59, 63, 65, 
66, 67, 70, 75, 76, 78, 79
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PLEA: Possible in fraud case

BALLOT: Used to ID voters

TAX: Revenues down $50M

Fred J. Berlin, 87, of Mid-
land, died Aug. 10, 2009, 
Wilson MILLER Funeral 
Home.

Wilma V. (Leaf) Battice, 
89, of Midland, died Aug. 
8, 2009, Wilson MILLER 
Funeral Home.

Dorman E. Rippee, 71, 
of Blue Springs, Mo., died 
Aug. 2, 2009, Royer Funer-
al Home.

Irene C. Derdowski, 95, 
of Auburn, died Aug. 9, 
2009, Cuningham/Taylor 
Funeral Home.

See Obituaries,
page B10

Deaths
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CRASH: FAA investigating

Larkin Food 
Center 

& Hardware Plus Tax

LIMIT 5

The Best Carry Out At The Best Price!

Open

10 am - 11 pm

Gift 
Certificates 
Available

THANK YOU, MIDLAND, 
FOR 25 YEARS!

Customer
Appreciation 

Day
Wednesday, August 12

only

$373
1 Medium Pepperoni Pizza

4006 Jefferson 
Next to 7-11

839-0400

interested in it,” he said.
“You can drive by Dow 

and see miles and miles of 
pipe fi tting,” he added. “I 
thought it would be cool to 
be part of that.”

The building trades 
class began in 1972. Steve 
Dowling was the original 
instructor.

“I would say the houses 
that we built ... they’re as 
good as what the contrac-
tors do,” Dowling said.

Teacher Gary Shaffner 
now leads 15 students 
each year through all 
stages of building a house 
— starting with a week-
long course on safety at 
the beginning of the school 
year.

Then the students get 
to work. The houses are 
built on sites throughout 
the Bullock Creek area, 
and there are several on 
Stewart Road.

“The bottom line is they 
build the house from the 
bottom up,” Schwedler 
said.

Some of the work — 
plumbing, heating, insula-
tion, drywall and painting 
— is contracted out. The 
electricity work is over-
seen by Chris Church of 
Church Electric.

Eric Kloha, 23, helped 
build houses during the 
2002-2003 and 2003-2004 
school years. He gradu-
ated in 2004 and is now 
employed by Three Rivers, 
working as a carpenter 
at MidMichigan Medical 
Center-Midland.

“It helped me get a jump 
start,” he said. “It helped 
me on my basic carpentry 
skills. It helped me with 
my basic skills.”

The program serves as a 
good training ground, and 
many area employers are 
eager to hire people like 
Pudvay and Kloha, includ-
ing Orvosh Builders. The 
company has hired eight 
graduates of the building 
trades program since 1998.

“They’re defi nitely quali-
fied,” said Jason Orvosh. 
Orvosh is a designer and the 
owner of Orvosh Builders.

“They have a broad 
knowledge of the whole 
(building process),” he 
said. “These kids have seen 
everything.”

At Three Rivers, Bob 
Lofi ego, manager of com-
munity relations, said the 
company has hired 16 pro-
gram graduates in the past 
fi ve years.

“They’re well-trained 
when they come to us, and 

they’re willing to  learn 
new things and improve 
their skil ls,” he said. 
Three Rivers sends all its 
apprentices for additional 
training with Associated 
Builders and Contractors.

Both Schwedler and 
Shaffner stressed the 
program’s importance in 
creating real employment 
opportunities for gradu-
ates.

“We see the direct value 
of this program with direct 
employment to some very 
good jobs,” Schwedler 
said.

“To me, it’s kind of the 
ultimate school-to-work 
program,” Shaffner said.

The district sells the 
newly-built house in the 
spring and then uses the 
money to fi nance the class 
— materials and other 
building costs — during 
the next school year.

Schwedler remembered 
only one time the district 
wasn’t able to sell a house 
almost immediately — it 
sold in March of the fol-
lowing year.

Shannon Killinger of 
Ayre Rhinehart Realtors 
has been selling Bullock 
Creek building trades 
houses — without taking a 
commission — for at least 
27 years.

“I graduated from Bull-
ock Creek in 1968,” she 
said, explaining why she 
sells the houses for no 
charge.

“I raised two sons and 
they both graduated from 
Bullock Creek,” she added. 
“My youngest son took the 
building trades class, and 
it was his favorite class. 
He’s now a licensed build-
er. I believe in the program 
and I believe in Bullock 
Creek schools.”

Killinger said there were 
many years she would sell 
the house within a day or 
two after it was listed.

This year it didn’t sell 
right away, but it’s only 
been fi nished since June, 
she said.

“I think Gary (Shaffner) 
does a great job, the kids 
do a great job,” she said. 
“They’re great houses. 
They show well. They’re 
priced well.”

Killinger isn’t the only 
one sold on the program. 
Pudvay said he would do 
“everything exactly the 
same if I could go back.”

“There’s sometimes a 
bad connotation about 
construction work. A lot 
of kids don’t realize its a 
skill,” he said. “Nobody can 
take that away from you.”
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Sebastian Rucci.
Marion Case of Midland 

sent seven payments total-
ing $55,775 to a New Jer-
sey address after being 
promised a lottery windfall 
of at least $500,000. Case 
says they were so-called 
processing fees. There was 
no jackpot.

The scam was discov-
ered when local Chemical 
Bank branch banker Carl 
Ahearn became suspicious 
of a $25,000 withdrawal 
that Case made. Ahearn 
followed her on foot to 
the downtown post offi ce 
where he heard her talk 
about sending overnight 
mail to Newark, the affi -

davit showed.
After Case left the post 

office, Ahearn spoke to a 
postal clerk who contacted 
the local postmaster.

Offi cials said the pack-
age containing the money 
that was found in Saraf ’s 
car was the same one 
mailed by Case.

The affidavit suggests 
the scam is broad and pos-
sibly involves two other 
fl ight attendants at Con-
tinental Airlines and other 
victims. Saraf, 45, was a 
Continental Airlines fl ight 
attendant at the time of 
his arrest.

There is no phone num-
ber listed for Case, and 
Ahearn has said he cannot 
comment about his role.
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because the Democratic 
and Republican candidates 
weren’t on the same ballot, 
she said.

And statewide, “a lot of 
people were upset when 
they went to the polls 
in January and had to 
request a Republican 
or a Democratic ballot,” 
Manary said.

“I imagine the state is 
looking at this and going 
to make changes” to block 
tracking of voters’ choice of 
ballot, she added.

Michigan residents don’t 
have to declare political 
party affi liation when they 
register to vote. 

In 2008, it was possible 
for Michigan Democrats 
to vote in the Republican 
primary, and vice versa.

Voter turnout in the 
primary was 19.5 percent 
in Midland County and 
about 20 percent state-
wide. Statewide in the pri-
mary, about 60 percent of 
those who voted did so on 
Republican ballots. 

T h e n - S e n .  B a r a c k 
Obama wasn’t on the Mich-
igan Democratic primary’s 
ballots, and his supporters 
had been urged to mark 

their Democratic ballots 
“uncommitted.” 

Manary’s name is in a 
list the Detroit Free Press 
published on Sunday of 
seven Michigan officials 
“elected as Democrats or 
Republicans who voted 
in the other party’s 2008 
presidential primary.” The 
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